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The Arbitration Law of the Peopnle's Republic of
China (as Amended in 2029)

The Arbitration Law of the People's Republic of China first entered into force in 1995. It
underwent two minor revisions in 2009 and 2017. On 12 September 2025, the Standing
Committee of the National People’s Congress adopted the Amendment to the Arbitration
Law of the People’s Republic of China. The Law as amended (“the Amended Law”) will
take effect on 1 March 2026.

The Amended Law aims to modernize China’s arbitration framework and align the
framework with international practices. It strives to promote use of arbitration in
international commercial disputes and enhance the attractiveness of foreign investment
in China.

This newsletter outlines, non-exclusively, a few articles in the Amended Law which may
be of interest to the professionals in the Hong Kong SAR. The titles in the following are
added for ease of reference. As there is no official English translation of the Amended
Law available at the time of this writing, the Chinese text of the articles is excerpted below.
The Amended Law can be found here.

e Recognition of “seat” of arbitration

“UEATUPEAEHHM. BRYEANMREFNEREABAE,, UFR
WIEAHBEFNERERSEERERNAERIE. MRBORAAEHIHIE
H ..”, (Article 81 of the Amended Law)

e Setting aside and non-enforcement of arbitral awards

“HEARBRERAN, NYBREIFABZHE=NARREL”. (Article 72,
ditto)


http://www.npc.gov.cn/npc/c2/c30834/202509/t20250912_447762.html

“HEARDIHBERZRE TIEEZ—0, o XEhEVEmERNhRAR
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—) EMREIN
=) HRMBIAB T EML A B E (PRI TR AL |
=) hEENEMSENRNEFEREERER
M) FBURFrRIERIETE 2 0ERY
) XITTHEANRRE T B ME R ERORAIESR |
N) MERAEMRIZENEREXE. WREE, DERRTH.

ARZREZAREWNEFEZIBABIHRAE BT Z—0, NIEAREHHE.
AREFUAEIZBAETE A HFRE, NYPERE". (Article 71, ditto)
Jurisdiction

“EREARLMERE AN R EXZENNOMHPRER, HEANBERTTH,
MBENTATIEFEY=AEFEARENETEHA, SEATUEERBEERE
A INE KB BRI AIAFIHTT . (Article 85, ditto)

Foreign arbitration institutions set up in free trade zones

“ERPEAOE R AR FIMERIME I W S, FRMOECEE.
RFEEFHEERMBAEANETE, MR FEIMPENAER S Bt A% 1 6
BEHRASHEX. SHEHRZESZXEARBERE XN E RV ESVE, 7
RS IMBESERN” . (Article 86, ditto)

Scope of disputes

AEAAD . MEEYTRIRKEBE XERRRFA. EXTRREFmE PR
ME, RBRFWRTTAEN PRIV IR EFRR T HEEM". (Article 94, ditto)

Possibility of online arbitration

“PRFECEN T UBEE ENEZELH T, EXSEARBHRTARELIERS -
1*%&5%@%11‘1%,%\@2%? LHTTHY, '—32&T1¢%&t$zﬂﬁ-’ﬁﬂ$%¢ﬂﬁ o
(Article 11, ditto)

Institutional opportunities for Hong Kong arbitrators and practitioners



“DWISIMIBEFEAEFFEARKNE (8FFHNTEX) M8, A%
FEARLME (BEFHNTEX) EAMEBEEITHIE". (Aricle 87, ditto)

LT MMEE SRR, FR5. BEER. NEFASEETITMRMNES
ANTHEEEfRE R, (Article 22, ditto)

e Ad hoc arbitration

“HINEEUNYEBELRESHKMARYNBERAZREX . BEEHRZE UK
EXMENEMXBREIEICNS Yz BAENTHIUY, HEABEBAEH
A, o PUEFEHMARVIEHT ) BT RUEF NP EARKEME A PR, B
BARZEMELZFHNANRAMMPRERBATHNMEANHATT, 2B ENSEH
FEE=TILEARBEEARR. R0, FRENEREL. Pt E s
ME&EZE..”, (Article 82, ditto)

Mr. Huen Wong, SBS, BBS, JP, Executive Chairman of South China International
Arbitration Centre (HK), welcomed this latest reform.

“The revision of the PRC Arbitration Law is a transformative
development and opens a window for local arbitrators and
professionals; in particular, we welcome the introduction of ad hoc
arbitration for foreign related disputes. That said, Article 82 may require
some further elucidation before ad hoc arbitration can be fully
implemented in the Chinese Mainland.” Huen Wong suggested.
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Note:

i. This newsletter is provided for general information only and does not constitute any
advice. No representation whatsoever is made or intended to be made by the FDRC
in relation to such information. The FDRC shall not be responsible or liable to any
party who relies on the information provided in this newsletter.



FDRC is a non-profit company limited by guarantee. With the support of the Financial
Services and the Treasury Bureau, the Hong Kong Monetary Authority and the
Securities and Futures Commission, the FDRC independently and impartially
administers the Financial Dispute Resolution Scheme to assist financial institutions
and their customers to resolve monetary disputes.



